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how to buy a travel system

A travel system is a stroller plus an infant 
car seat and base, sold as a package.  
The fabric matches, and the car seat  

snaps into the stroller.

Strollers you can’t handle: Ask before buying – Will 
the stroller fit in your car? Can you fold and lift it up stairs or 
into a car?

Pain-inducing parts: Look out for sharp edges or 
protrusions. Fingers and toes can get caught in metal parts 
or pinched by exposed springs.

what to look for when buying

Handle height: Stroller handles should be at your 
waist or slightly below. Adjustable handles are helpful for 
parents of different heights.

Safety standards: Look for Juvenile Products 
Manufacturers Association (JPMA) certification on the 
stroller or packaging.

Canopy: An adjustable shade protects your child from 
sun, rain, and wind.

Adjustable seat: Some models let you change the 
seat position from facing you to facing out.

Safety harnesses: Your baby needs a five-point 
harness in the car seat and stroller.

Easy to clean: A removable fabric cover makes 
cleanup easier.

Stability: Make sure that the stroller frame locks into 
position and the car seat attaches securely.

Brakes: They should be easy to use. Wheels should lock 
when brakes are engaged.

Extras: Helpful features include cup holders, covers for 
extra warmth, and an organizer pocket or tray.

Be sure the car seat fits in your car and the 
stroller suits your needs. Or create your 
own travel system by choosing separate 

but compatible components.

what to avoid what it’s going to cost you

Basic models range  
in price from 

$150 to $1000.


